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SUBJECT: PURCHASE OP HERCULES AIRCRAPT 

REFS: (A) STATE 016929, (B) 76 TANANARIVE 1792 

1. DATT'S CALL ON DEPENSE MINISTRY SEC-GEN JAN 17 RESULTED 

PROM PORMER'S TELEPHONE CALL TO ARRANGE MEETING FOR LOCKHEED 
REP PUTNAM. SEC-GEN ASKED DATT TO SEE HIM, NOT INDICATING 
WHAT HE WANTED TO DISCUSS. (OVER PAST PEW MONTHS DATT HAS 
DEVELOPED SEC-GEN AS VALUED CONTACT, BUT HE HAS REPRAINED 
PROM DISCUSSION WITH SEC-GEN OP HERCULES' PURCHASE.) WHEN 
DATT PAID VISIT AND SEC-GEN BEGAN TO DISCUSS INTRICACY OF 
GDRM EFFORTS TO PURCHASE THE AIRCRAFT, DATT FOUND IT 
IMPOSSIBLE TO WITHDRAW. HOWEVER, HE SERVED ONLY AS LISTENER. 

2. AS INDICATED REF B, EMBASSY HAS TAKEN PASSIVE ROLE IN 
CONTACT BETWEEN LOCKHEED AND GDRM OPFICIALS. THIS CONSISTS 
EXCLUSIVELY OP MAKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR MEETINGS AND OCCASION- 
ALLY SERVING AS INTERPRETER. WE HAVE PROM THE OUTSET BEEN 
SKEPTICAL OP GDRM'S MOTIVES RE THIS PURCHASE, AND WE 

HAVE SEVERAL TIMES BROUGHT OUR SKEPTICISMTO THE ATTENTION 
OP THE DEPARTMENT. AS NOTED EARLIER, I HAVE INSTRUCTED 
DATT TO AVOID ANY ROLE WHICH COULD BE CONSTRUED AS 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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ENDORSEMENT OF THE PURCHASE, OR, POR THAT MATTER, AS DISCOUR- 
AGEMENT OP THE PURCHASE. THERE HAVE BEEN A FEW OCCASIONS 
ON WHICH DATT WITHDREW PROM ROLE OF INTERPRETER WHEN IT 
APPEARED THAT LOCKHEED AND GDRM OFPICIALS WERE NOT ON 
SAME WAVELENGTH AND LOOKED TO DATT TO RECONCILE THE 
DIPFERENCES. 
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3. IN OUR VIEW, PARA 2 REF B IS STILL OPERATIVE. I 

AGREE WHOLEHEARTEDLY THAT IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE, PER 
REE A, FOR DATT TO BE TAKING ACTIVE ROLE IN THIS TRANS- 
ACTION. DATT AND I HAVE DISCUSSED HIS ROLE PRIOR TO AND 
FOLLOWING EACH AND EVERY SESSION BETWEEN LOCKHEED AND 
GDRM IN WHICH HE HAS PARTICIPATED. THERE IS NO DOUBT IN 
MY MIND THAT HE HAS TAKEN ONLY PASSIVE ROLE AS INTERPRETER 
IN THIS MATTER, AND, THEREFORE, I BELIEVE DEPARTMENT HAS 
UNFAIRLY CHARACTERIZED DATT'S ROLE AS "ACTIVE". 

4. REVIEW OF OUR CABLES WILL CLEARLY SHOW THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
LOCKHEED CONTACTS WITH ANY OFEICIALS OTHER THAN MINDEE 
OFEICIALS, AS WE ALERTED DEPARTMENT WHEN WE FIRST 

EXPRESSED OUR SKEPTICISM OVER GDRM PURCHASE. IN VIEW 
OF LAST PHRASE PARA 2 REP A, DOES DEPARTMENT DESIRE THAT 
DATT CEASE FUNCTIONING AS INTERPRETER WHEN CALL UPON? 
(INCIDENTALLY, LOCKHEED REPTS PUTNAM ANDPANTER DEPARTED 
TANANARIVE JAN 24 FOR MAURITIUS AS PLOY TO GET SOME 
MOVEMENT OUT OF GDRM. WE ONLY WISH THEY HAD BEEN DIS- 
COURAGED FROM COMING IN EARLY JANUARY IN FIRST PLACE, AS 
WE HAD SUGGESTED.)SHEINBAUM 
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